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Introduction 
 
This document has been thoroughly revised by the publishers, the Swiss Association for Municipal 
Infrastructure (SVKI) and Ugra Swisstesting AG (Ugra). These new directives take into account various 
implications at the technical, political and social levels. 
 
The technical requirements for strength parameters have been gradually adjusted. In particular, the 
orientation of the film in relation to the direction of extrusion is now taken into account for the breaking 
force. This means that the required values are defined separately for the longitudinal and transverse 
directions. The requirements for welded seams have been revised so that the seam strength must be at least 
80% of the film strength. 
 
Furthermore, the puncture test method has been modified to use a spherical puncture device that punctures 
the film material radially and in an undirected manner. These two changes optimise the technical 
specifications and more accurately reflect the physical properties of polyethylene films. 
 
This directive now includes a new type of bag with a volume of 10 litres. The requirements for this product 
only apply to refuse bags that are manufactured on behalf of cities, municipalities or special-purpose 
associations and whose testing is arranged by the relevant local authority. 
 
The information on sampling in Annex 1 has been clarified and presented in the form of a flow chart.  
In Annex 2, the procedure for suspending test rounds has been revised and the underlying conditions 
clarified. 
 
The use of recycled material in refuse bags is fundamentally desirable and useful in order to reduce the use of 
primary plastic. This directive deliberately does not specify any requirements for recycled content, as 
quantitative physical-chemical analysis is not possible. However, the proportion of recycled content can be 
independently determined and confirmed by means of material flow analysis as part of a third-party audit. 
Existing certifications for this purpose are available from relevant providers and can optionally supplement 
this directive. The aim is to openly embrace the transformative paradigm shift from a linear to a circular 
economy and to take into account the current and future requirements of customers and consumers. 
 
 
Berne, 1st July 2024 
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